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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet 
Zo run a-muck and lilt at ali I mect, 


I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Dirzelors. Pors. 
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FORGERY OF BANK NOTES! 


—-_— 





WELCH GREAT SESSIONS.’ 





‘S Carnarvon Sessions commenced on Friday week. J. Jones, a dro- 
ver was tried for uttering forged notes; and notwithstanding thirty-one 
witnesses established the charge, and Mr. Giover, INSPECTOR TO THE 
Bank OF ENGLann, traced thirty-nine votes to have been paid by the 
prisoner to different individuals, in purchasing cattle, the Jury returned 
averdict of —NOT GUILTY. 

* Next day, the seme prisoner was indicted for having forged notes 
in his possession, and the Jury again returned a verdict of —NOP 
GUILTY. 

‘** Cuiter Baron Ricnanns then said :— 

* Prisoner, you bave been tried for a very great offence; but the 
Jury both vesterday and to-day, thought proper to bring ina verdict 
of—NOT GUILTY. Soch a verdict, afier such a mass of evidence, 
must be extremely prejudicial to the public interest; and, for my own 
part, EF cannot conceive how they cap answer it to their own con- 
sciences! That you are guiliy, isas clear as thattwo and two make 
four, ftlowever, if your conduct in future prove honest, it may be con- 
sidered as a fortunate circumstance :—but should you ever again appear 
atthat bar, I hope you will never meet a Jury so unjust !!!"? 

*¢ This was delivered in the most solemn manner, and seemed to have 
heen felt by the whole Court.’—Covurier, Sept. 14, 181s, 





Sucu is the textof the present lecture. Notwithstanding 
the remarks of the Chief Baron, we are proud to recognize 
the character of a Baivisn Jury tn the procevdings, ‘The 
prisoner had been tried for * avery great ofence ;’’ but 
the law, as it stands, in the interpretation of the Judges, 
had assigned a greater punishment than the offence could 
merit, If such were the opinion of the Jury, as noNnestT 
MEN, they were bound to prevent LAw, from becoming 1N- 
yusricr; and to protect the individual whom they had 
sworn ** well and truly” to try, and ‘* impartially’ to de. 
liver, either to the sentence that awaited him, or to the 
freedom which was his due, ‘To suppose because @ bad law 
exists, affecting the dives of Englishmen, that Juries must 
become parties to its execution, is an absurdity. The Jury 
is called, by the zadené and spzri¢ of all just legislation, to 
decide upon the moral guilt of the party accused—to ascer. 
tain what injury he has done to society—and to detcrmine 
what punishment is merited ;—-and if there be no medium 
between inflicting an unjust, and cruelly severe punishment 
upon tke offender, and suffering him entirely to escape, 
few juries will hereafter hesitate to pronounce, ‘ that it is 
better many should escape, than one unjustly suffer’? = Pub. 
lic feeling always revolts at unnecessary cruelly :—but when 
cruclty is useless, as well as unnecessary, there is an end 
to all reasoning against it. Kvery human feeling shrinks 
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ful of all sensations, it must interpose between the victim 
and his pursuers. Judges nay torture language, and law, 
into the most plansible sophistry ; but itis not THE NWEAD, 
itis the uranrr that decides ou such occasions; and it sel. 
dom decices wrong. Lie may boldly advance to the bar 
of eterna! justice, whose conscience accuses him of no 
greater crime than shewing mercy, even where mercy is not 
deserved yet how much more may he anticipate the approb: « 
tion of his Maker, when he has softened the operation of 
a law, gucsiionable, as to its justice; and demonstrated 
to be uscless in its professed object of preventing the com. 
mission of the crime it reprobates. 

ft is not easy to recognive the right of the Chief Baron 
to address the prisoner, after his acquittal, in such terms 
The Jury had pronounced him Nor Guirrvy—trom that 
moment, he was as free as the Chief Baron, and not neces- 
sarily subjected to hear any censure of the men who had 
acguitted him, by one who seemed to wish him to be con. 
demned. The raw. which 7 2 20t placed the pe ver of des 
ciding in the opinion of the Judge, it might be imagined, 
should teach the Judge to respect his superiors, if it were 
only for the sake of setting the example of deference to all 
existing authorities, which it is so very fashionable to 
preach in the ministerial circles. Not having the power to 
alter the verdict, it was unwise to seem chagrined, or 
disappointed. ‘To be angry with those who are out of the 
reach of its effects is ridiculous at all times ; but anger be. 
comes contemptible, when displayed by those who want 
the right, as well as the authority, to interpose. 

The Judge knew, that the Jury were responsible for 
their decision; but the law is so generally hateful, that ié 
is uusafe to hazard a public enquiry into its mevits. It és 
essential to the system of amock currency, and must be 
supported by the agents and dependents of that system, 
The public however detest the law, from the conviction at 
once of its complete inutility, and its evident injestice; 
and any appeal to the public would be answered by a ge. 
neral demand for the ABoLITION oF THE LAW. What does 
this Baron mean by asserting that such a verdict was 
prejudicial to the public interest!» Let the legislature 
remedy the error—lct it assign a punishnent which may be 
safely and conscientiously infllicted—a punishment that may 
have some tendency to procure a diminution of the crime, 
which has recently increased in proportion to the fury with 
which the objectionable statute has been enforced. 

Let it be granted, that those who have hitherto been exe. 
cated for forgery, have not been legally murdered, but 
justly put to death, as au experiment whether the punish. 





from the barbarity, and to relicve itself from the most pajn. | 


mynt of death would deter men from the crime of forgery--- 
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#@in any honest min come forward, and assert that the expe. 
riment has not complet ly failed? Society has a right to 
protect itself; and ia endeavouring to ascertzin the best 
mcans of its protection, it wight withoud crime try the effect 
of a law su dreadfully severe in its operation. Had it an. 
swered the purpose of preventing forgery, severe as it is, it 
might be defeaded. It has now, ucither perENcr. nor 
excuse. It has failed aitogether of its objcet—it has robbed 
society of many valuab/e, of some innocent lives. In its in. 
discriminating career, it has confounded error, indiscretion, 
folly, madness, and guilt together. It has obliterated the 
gradations w hic hevery where clse prevail in the degrees of 
turpitude ; and what isa little singular, the very Jupees 
have been compelled to BECOME PARTIES TO THE COMPOUND. 
ING OF FELONY. 

To avoid the horror of indiscriminate and useless sacrifice 
of life, itis the custom to permit mazy to plead guilty to 
what is catled the minor charge, that of having forged notes 
in their passession, This enables the Judge and J ury to be 
sitished with transporteticn instead of death; butit is con. 
fessedly evading the principal citine, the proof of which they 
are presumed to hold in their possession, ‘This partiality is 
60 gross, that it need not be stated such inequality reuders 
the exccution an act little less criminal than wanton homi- 
cide; for surcly it ought not to be left even to the Solicitor 
of the Bank to hang whom he pleases, and to pardon or 
transport others who may be fortunate enough to Interost 
his benevolent feelings. The Sol'citor has ro right to suffer 
any man to plead gu il ty to a less olftnce than that which he 
has proofs ef his committal. A cotemporary very rationally 
observes ;—** Phis custom ef pleading guilty of a minor of- 
fence, at the will of tre prosecntor, is nevel and anomalous 
ain our courts of criminal Justice, and — shews the un. 
sound and inapplicable state of the Jaws against forgery. 
We are no advocates for the oxtension of capital punish. 
ment; but are fricnds to an émpertial administration of jus. 
tice. If thedaw against one crime be so severe that it can. 
not be enforced, it ought to be repealed. Suppose a priso. 
ner, indicted for m: urder, should plead guilty to the minor 
ote nae of manslaughter ; or one indicted for stealing three 
pounds in a dw elling-house, should plead guilty to taking 
thirty-nine shillings, the plea in each case obtaining the 
eonsent of the pr osecutos’, we do not sec how the same court, 
which had allowed a man charged with uélering a forged 
note toptead guilty of having tl in his possession, could re- 
fuse, with strict impartial justice, the other mitigatory 
pleas.”’ 

Such is the situation, however, in which the Judges are 
placed, The Solicitor *f the Bank dictates to them as he 
pleases, because it is necessary to protect the Bank —which 
means the system,—the Bank being only a branch of the ad. 
‘ministration ; apparently separated to conceal the connec- 
tion, and to inducea beliefthat the government has nothing 
to do with the affairs of the Bank. ‘To support this falla- 
cious idea, every absurdity is uttered, every falshood ha. 
warded. At a general meeting of the Bank Directors on 
Thursday last, it was impnodentiy asserted—* that if any 
objection existed to the resumption of cash payments, it was 
notamong the Bank Directors that such objection origi- 
nated, or was entertained.’? ‘This is charging the govern. 


ment witha'l the evils attendant upon the crime of forgery ; J 
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for ifthe Bank ts prepared to pay in specie, there is no ne. 
cessity for the use of notes, and it is nothing short of assas. 
sinalion to execute those who forge tiem. Is the assertion 
ihen truc or false! Can the Bank pay in specie? And 
will not the government permit it to do so? The law to 
prevent the people from demanding gold, does not forbid 
the Bank to issue gold. If it wish to pay in specie, it may 
without incurring ‘the displeasure of the government. If it 
WILL NoT, the di-ectors are doubly criminal—and will have 
to account for every life which is either sacrificed to their 
cupidity, or rendered miserable by their negligence. If the 
Bank can callin its small notes and still leaves them in circu. 
lation to tempt mea into the commission of crimes, the res- 
ponsibility of the Bank Directors and theis Solicitor is indeed 
heavy ; and the hour of retribution will assuredly arrive. 
The other point of the proposition needs little comment. If 
the government had prohibited the Bank from paying in 
specie, against (ne inclination of the Bank Directors, then 
indecd would the responsibility rest on the heads of the ad. 
ministration. This is not the case. The Bank cannot pay 
in specte. Lt never will de able to pay in specie. It has nu 
funds applicable to such a purpose; and Mr. Cobbett has 
very clearly shewn that # never can have. ‘The Directors 
are rick—the holders of Bank Stock are rich. They have 
made immezxse fortunes from the share of public exactions 
which has fallen into their hands. Yet except they have 
been wise cnough to exchange their paper bubbles for sub. 
stantial houses aad land, they are only rich as participators 
in the yearly produce of taxation. They only derive their 
revenues from the credulity ofthe people. When the people 
cither refuse lo say taxes, or to take Bank notes, the syse 
tem is at an end—the whole fabric of shadowy wealth sinks 
at once to the ground,—the real wealth, wasted with such 
prodigality in the pursuit of the most wicked designs against 
‘se principles of freedom can never be recovered. All that 
the bubble rests upon is public credulity —that credulity is 
fast dissipating from the minds of all ranks of society ; nor 
will ten thousand executions render forgery less uncommon, 
or the public the more convinced of the stability of the 
Bank. 

It is probably witha view to obtain credit for lenity that 
the Bank offers the privilege of pleading gvil/y to the minor 
offence. ‘That it is not, however, always lenient in such 
olfers is sufficiently evident from the acquittal of Mary 
Smith on Friday last, who was charged with uttering two 
forged one pound hank notes. ‘** The trial occupied the 
attention of the court seven Aours: and yet the Jury did 
not take more than one m/nule to pronounce a verdist of 
NOT GUILTY. What marks this case more particularly, ts 
the fortitude of the prisoner in resisting the many efforts, 
{humanely intended, no doubt) before dhe trial, to induce 
her to plead guilty to the minor offense, and thus save her- 
self fromthe chance of a capital conviction, Might not an 
grnocent woman of weak nerves, have yielded to this 
humane solicitation? Might not an innocent woman of 
strong nerves, but poor, friendless, ignorant, and sakued ny 
have received the solicitation as a favor, and falsely con- 
fessed herself a felon 2? [tis bad theory, bad practice, and 
cries loudly for amendment!’? So very accurately, reasons & 
contemporary ; but to no purpose. The Bank must le 
supported; --and to be supported, it must appear to be 
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actuated by amerciful disposition. It dares not ask that 
the law should be carried into effect. The Bank is perfect. 
ly aware, if it attempted to execute half its victims, they 
would be rescucd from the seafiold by the pur lic in ligna. 
tion. A mere statement of the numbers implicated will 
sufliciently prove that no government dare carry the law 
info elect. The immolation of human lives to such an ex- 
tent would shock the nerves of a Nero, ora Caligula. On 
Saturday the 12th instant, * the dar 
with prisoners to be arraigned for passing forged bank 
notes, ia the whole nade ty eight! On Saturd. AY, THREE 
were found guilty, aod remain subject to the penalty of 
DEATH. On Meaday last, rourn min and ONE WOMAN, 
were also found guilty of the same offence —and are now 
under the same sentence. ‘The same day, THREE OTHERS 
were allowed to withdeaw their forme rypieas,and plead guiity 
to the minor oilence of having in their possession f foreed 
notes”? ‘These remain under a sentence of only “fourteen 
years transporiatick.?? Ou ednesday TWO MEN, were 
convicted of uttering, and reimein under the sentence of exe. 
cation. Ona Thursday riagur rersons were permitted to 
plead guilty to the minor offence. On Triday a second 
woman was capitally convicted. Thus in ‘te present Ses. 
sions, Nine men and two women have been subiected to the 
penalty of death already : and eleven mrore have only escap- 
ed by the presumed lenity of the Bank, Who does not 
perceive, th: tt the Bank dare not press for the evceeution of 
TWENTY PERSONS at once, to sapport its respecta- 
bility? Who does not see, that the appearance of lenity is 
forced upon the prosecutors? And that by this apparent 
kindness, tre horrid law is supposed to be rendered more 
palatable to the peblic. [Ifthe Curse Baronon the Welsh 
circuit had been on ihe bench, whei this denity was shewn, 

itis possible he would have rated it soundly—he might 

have called it SSznjust,?? and wondered how the Bank 
Solicitor could “‘recoactle it to his ¢ conscéence,”’ with the 

full knowledge that the prisoners were guilty—a knowledge 
which the Welsh Jury could not have, unless the Bank In. 
spector hwd condescended to prove the Jved of the forgery, 
instead of declaring it. But it is on!> jurces that are to be 
subservient to the Beuch :—the Bank Solicitor is above 
the twelve Judges ; for he publicly declares that he com. 
pounds felony, even at the bar of justi ce, and €n the presenec, 
by the consent, and with the arpproBation of the residing or 
Judge ! [f the Bank Solicitor be reduced to this dilemma, we rT 
may honest, impartial, and conscientious juries, hesitate, be. 
fore they participate in the regret of carrying a law into CXC. 

eution of which even the Bank Solicitor is ashamed. None of 
the judges asked him how he could ‘* reconcile it to his con. 
Science,” to abandon the capital charge! None of the 
Judges called him ‘unjust,’ for being more merciful! than 
the legislature :—but no sooncr does a Jury express a be- 
nevolent wish to soften the asperity of unqualified law, than 
some Chief Baron, or other, is ** xstonished!’’—wonders 
‘*how they can reconcile it to their consciences!’ and 
hopes the prisoner ‘¢ may never again meet a jury so un. 
just!!! Other Judges however know, and have courage 
enough to state, that “the provinee of deciding what was, 
and what was not sufficient evidence of guilt, remained with 
THE Jury, not with the Judge.’”? So said Mr. Justice 


and dock were filled 


Bailey ; andhe as Judge always throws the responsj}#lity of | 
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the verdict upon tie Jury, the Jury showld take care that 
wo verdict is delivered for which it cannot most satisfacio. 
rily account before a higher tribunal, Lt is necessary agai 
to repeat, that the Jurymen are the on ly rightful Judges ef 
persons accused, 
the circumstance. What the law ds, either in det/er or 
spirit is nothing to them, if it outrage those principles epou 
which alllaw ought to be founded. Where a iaw Is evi. 
dently bad, or useless, that law is not binding upon mee 
who are sworn to try ts well and trialy.? ‘Vhs they cane 
not do, if an wajust Jazo is to be the measure of their con. 
duct, and if they are bound to carry into effect whatever 
caprice or despotism, may chance to devise. ‘To suppose 
otherwise, would be to destroy the very nature of a Jury = 
for if Juries are only to be the panders of corrupt, or ins 
terested Jaw.givers, they had much better be dispensed 
with:—if the duty of a Jurymamn is only to look at the law, 
without any consideration of its propriety, or impropricty, 
we may hereafter see a corrupt representation of the peopl» 
rss one to decimate the nation; and Juries, English Ja. 
ries, may be called into to sanctify the murder of their 
brethren! 

Mr. Justice Bayley could not avoid, in one of his charge * 
on the twelfth instant, referring to the ferment of the public 
mind upon this question, Tle spoke well asa Judge—bug 
not correctly as a politician, when Le said that ** the pro- 
‘S odnce of a Jdudgc anda Jury was to execute the law, not 
"© to dictate what that luw shouldbe.’ ‘Yhe Judye has cere 
tainly nothing to do with what the law should be—he sits 
there to expound if, as if is—and he is not accountable for 
the consequences of verdicts which he does not give. Tle 
sits to pronounce the sentence of the law, upon the verdict 
of the Jury—he has nothing to do with the guilt ov inno. 
cenee of tae accused. That vital question is thrown epon 
the Jury—the power is theirs te do right, aud the guilt is 
theirs if they de wrong. ‘They will in vain alledge they 
followed the opinion of the Judge. He does not sit there 
to give an opinion. It is extra-judicial, thet he should oller 
it to ccntroul their judgments; andit is folly on their part 
to take into the account between themselves and the priso- 
ner any thing, bet the evidence offered for or against him. 
The Judge may recapitulate the evidence for their informa. 
tioa—but as their euference, not his, is to decide the ques. 
tion, it would be more delicaic, if net more just, that the 
Judge skould leave their judgment unbiassed by the utter. 
ance of bis private sendiments, Le is necessary to say 
few words more og the charge of My. Justice Bayley. He 
is reperted to have said —‘* he had 1 no doubis upon the sub. 
“ ject of the propriety of the law! Vet ve becomes a pare 
fy to the evasion of this very laze, by suliering the Bank 
Solicitor at his own will and pleasure to coilhdraw from its 
operation all whom he pleases; and to ieave whom he 
chooses in its fangs. Is it justice to those who sujer, that 
others should escape? Is that law entitled to respect, which 
allows of such partial distinctions? Isthe Beak Dircetor 
ashamed to take half the lives he is calied ujou to sacri. 
fice, and shalinot those Juries be deemed meritorious, who 
refuse to condemn the other? 

Mr. Serjeant Bosanquet was the counsel for the Bank in 
these prosecutions; and from his repeated deciaration of 
his satjsfaction iu having to proceed only upon the minor 
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offence, it may be supposed, had he been called upon to 
procure fzenty capita! convictions in one Sessions, he would 
‘ have declined the ungratetul cffice. Yet inso doing, he was 
evidently acting illegally—he was compromising a capital 
offence. to save his own feelings from the laceration they 
inust have experienced, in being accessary te the sacrifice of 
so many lives. Let the Juries follow his example,—they 
may surcly have as much compassion as a hired prosecutor, 
witout ofiending any greater dignity than a * Chicf Ba. 
ron,”? or having any very unpardonable sin to ** reconczle 
to their consctenecs 1? 

Notwithstaudice Mv. Bosanguet’s declaration of his ex- 
treme wish, on the part of the Bank to be as lenient as pos- 
sible, the case of Mary Smith shews very clearly that his 
proffered mercy would have been the greatest injustice, In 
opening her case, to the jury, he laid much stress on the 
folly of her not pleading guilty to the minor offence :—and 
he also stooped to an attempt at intimidation, not very jus. 
tifiabie. fle wished ** the wzforfunate woman had been so 
friendly to herself, as to accept the generous offer held out 
to her by the Bank.’? Very fortunately for herself, she 
declined the generous ofier, and has escaped the good fur. 
fune of fourteen years transportation! ‘So much for the 
judgment of the counsel, ov the solicitor! So much for the 
generosity of the Bank of England! Some importance was 
laid upon the merit of the Bank in undertaking io “ profect’’ 
those tradesmen and others, who are compelled to take its 
paper, or to do no business. Of what does this protection 
consist? In refusing te give the public any criterion by 
which the authenticity of its notes can be ascertained! In 
refusing to indemnify those whom it will not enable to 
distinguish true trom false notes, for the loss which they 
unavoidably sustain ; although its paper is taken solely for 
the convenience of the Bank, and is issued at a most 
enormous profit. ais is the ** pretection” it gives the 
public! in addition to hanging and transporting a hundred 
or two aunually, to make room for a race of successors who 
must be dealt with in a similar way, for the protection of the 
public. as the Bank from its own shewing aay right to 
prefer an indictment, or to conduct a prosecution? appa- 
rently not. The Bank pretends that zt cannot be deceived — 
and it publicly declares, and acts upon the declaration, that 
ét will not be ansizerable for any loss sustained by the pub. 
lic in taking false notes, Uow then, can the Bank in- 
dict any persouj S* for an infent to defraud the Governors 
and Company of the Bank of England?” Such is evi- 
dently not the intention of those who make, and utter them ? 
They never oficr them to the Bank—they do not attempt to 
defraud the Bank—they take them to some tradesman who 
cannot distingui-h them, and intend to defraud him, not the 
Bank. 7 
he is hiinself aware that he takes the paper at his own risk, 
and that Ae must be defrauded, if the bubble prove bad—or 
is not recognized as genuine at the Bank?) Why then does 
the Bank appear as the prosecutor 2?) Why does the Bank in. 
cur the expence of furnishing counsel and solicitors to bring 
thecriminals to punishaint ? Simply, because no tradesman 
eid prosecute—and if the Dank cid not anpeer to do sime- 
ifs paper would be umiversaliy rejected. 





Pie Li 2 s With a.l 
its vigilance, however, it would seem that the Bank cannot 


prevent (he forgery of its notes—and, while that is left un. 
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done, it may hang, or transport the utterers to an infinity of 
numbers, ‘There will always be found abundance ot indiyj. 
duals who may be either seduced, or inclined to foliow sq 
profitable a trade, The makers must be found, Hang 
them, and welcome; but they must be found, before the 
oficnce of forgery can be at all lessened. Cobbett’s scheme 
of destroying the Bank, by the foegery ef a million of its 
notes. will not be deemed quite chimerical, while the mann. 
facturers of those in circulation remain quite unknown, 


Do the spies and informers of the Bank screen the manufac. 


turers of themfrom detection, to encourage and toencrease 
the trade? It seems a little strange that so few should be 
discovered. Can their immense wealth procure noinforma. 
tion on this essential point? Canit be possible that the 
system of blood-money is organized amongst these who 
detect the ulterers of bad notes, as it was recently among 
the thicfstakers, and detecters of false coinage. Sume 
member of parliament should institute an enquiry into the 
expence of these endless prosecutions—what fees are paid 
to those who gather information—what bills are paid to the 
solicitor—what fees are given to the counsel—and what 
comparative effect has been predaced by the epcration of 
the silly and vindictive law of forgery. It has been as. 
serted that the makers of the notes are well known to cer- 
tain characters; but that like good sportsmen, they are 
preserved like old birds, to provide future amusement, and 
furnish a greater abundance of game, Be this as it may, 
the whole system is sadly in want of a revision—and if the 
legislature should continue to neglect its duty, let a few 
humane and resolute Jurymen refuse to find verdicts for the 
Bank, and necessity will effect what ought to be the result 

of justice. 
in a former essay, some stress was laid upon the fact of 
the forgery never being proved. Ia recent trial, the dc« 
claration of the inspector of the Bank was not thought suf. 
ficient by the prosecution, and a clerk was produced te 
swear that the signature was a forgery. ‘This is mending 
the matter a little ; but not much: and the Judge is re. 
ported to have said,—‘* that though the clerk had been pro. 
duced, it was not necessary he should be—‘thut the best au. 
thority had decided, the 20rd of theinspector was suflicient.”’ 
This ‘* best authority’? means the authority of the twelve 
Judges, which is no authority at all, and not a very impor. 
tant opinion. In all criminal cases the best evidence that 
can be obtained is the only evidence that eught to be re. 
ceived ; aud the demonstration of the forgery ought to pre- 
cede any examination of witnesses to any other part of the 
charge. Until the note is demonstrated to be forged, there 
is no charge agaiust any person for forging it; as a murder 
must be proved to have been commiticed, before any person 
can be accused of, or tried for, the murder, Common sense 
and common justice begin to be awakened upon this point ; 
andno ** Chief Baron’’ will be found of sufficient importance 
to prevent them from being heard, Judges have so often 
proved themsclyes only men, and that none of the wisest oF 
the best, that they must not be surprised if some of their 
opinions are challenged, and much of their authority in 
doubtful cases disputed. The age of an error, which too 
often sanctifies it with the $* profession,’ ts in the eye of 
reason the best cause for annihilating it: and itis not be- 
rsa hundred years ago thought death the 


cause uur ancesto 


ewe we wm 


\ 64> 


| 
| 





























601 THE 


best means of preventing forgcry, that we, who have expe. 
rienced the fallacy of the opinion, should persevere in the 
madness of encreasing the evil, by the means adopted for 
its diminution, 

Irom a great varicty of communications in couscquence of 
the former essay on the forgery of Bank-notes, the following 
anccdote is selected. It will tend to illustrate some of the 
reasoning employed, and to shew the necessity of an early 
alteration of the system. 





Str,--IT think you will not require any excuse for trou. 
bling you with a fact, so eminently connected with your opi- 
nion respecting the zpse dixit of a Bank clerk. 

It is the general custom of men in business on taking ef 
Bank rags, to fix their good or ill opinion on the water 
mark, which has been said cannot be forged. Be that as it 
may, [ beg leave to state to you a simple fact within my 
own knowledge. Some few months since, a neighbour of 
mine had an occasion to take a five pound note. Jie ottered 
the same in payment, but the receiver r fused this five pound 
rag. Of course the tenderer grew less satisfied with his 
bargain, and knowing he had received the same from a man 
of much respectability, without delay returned this suspi- 
cious jewel, ‘fhe gentleman being satisfied it was the one 
he had paid, marcied off to the Bank from where he had it. 
When, lo! Mr. Bank Clerk pronounced it a forged one, 
Then,” said the Gentleman, ‘* give me a good one in lieu 
** of it, its one of your own tendering.’’—* Oh, no!’ re. 
plied this discriminating judge, ** it must be forfeited.”’— 
*¢ Indeed,”’ said the gentleman, ** afier you have tendered 

‘it as a good one, and received value in amount ; this an- 
** swer will not satisfy me, Sir. Give me in return that 
** which [ cannot object to, or [ will immediately bring an 
*¢ action in such a way as shall compel your masters to pay 
‘*me amply; and have such servants as know how to dis- 
** criminate more correctly the validity or invalidity of 
‘¢ their own paper.’? From this prompt answer the gen. 
tleman was iminediately paid without farther trespass on his 
time. ‘This, Sir, is a fact, so that had the life of an individual 
been at stake it is probable it might have been forfeited, 
because a Bank clerk was to be the only witness. 

Yours, &c. 
J. Exticx. 
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Great Ealing, Middlesex. 
TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
Volney’s Law of Nature, isnow published price 4d. 
Received—The White Dwarfy—an Old Friead with anew face—Caro- 

Um —J.C. and J. 
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On Monpay Sept. 8, 1818, Corenen Nuwnuny IN THE 
CilAIR. 

It is impossible to avoid calling the attention of the friends 
of reform throughout the empire to the dinner held in com. 
memoration of the return of Mr. Charles Fysche Palmer, for 
the borough of Reading. Space ¢ cannot be allowed for ans 
detail of the proceedings; but the sentiments expressed by 
the various speakers, breathe such a gennine love of libe rty 
in its purest state, and afford such convincing proofs cf the 
general progress of radical reform, that to register ihe is at 
cuce a pride and a duty, 
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Parmen.—‘* This is not a time for professions 


If the professions nibde two the 
J 


co Mnr. 


It is long since gone Ly, 


people were kept, you would have sent me te tie most vire 
tuous pariiament that ever existed. Public) principte, 


economy, aud Consisteiacy were always upon fredr dips, bu 
nothing of the kind wes meaat. The people | 

thought upon this subiectas they ongh? > and they have pow 
sent a few Rich to parti ain nt to attend to your interest 

but @ és your business to remind thei ef your inferests, aiial 
of their duty, It is your best ss to remind them of tie 
necessity of reform, without which ruin is inevitable, of 
economy, and of retrenchment. ‘Puc poopie pursue tur 
COOD OF THE COUNTRY MORE sTUADILY THAN EITHER THE 
GENTRY, OR THE NOBILITY oe chee lar interests, no 
prejudices hang on a bias upon them, inducing them toact in 
opposition toreason and sense, 1% raat iieareton ean petinone 
tng, 1 do vot say that your petitions will be attended to. 

Judging of the future conduct of ministers b y the past, I 

cannot say that your petitions will be attende dto. When 
formerly you petitioned, they charged us with sedition, dis- 
loyalty, anda revolutionary spirit. 1 do not say they will 
not do the same again :—but still by petitioning, you will 
strenthen the hands of those you have scent into pariiament. 
you will strengthen the hands of the reformers. Lam proud 
of the tcrm—Reronmer. The term revolution | Spurn, 
because I have no such intention, [ urge ny support reform, 
in order to PREVENT REVOLUTION: —for if things are allow. 
ed to go on according to the igi corrup it and ruinous 
system, THEY WILL TERMINATE IN A REVOLU. 
TION! As to any minute definition of reform we ought 
notto difier upon that point. It is the business of our 
enemies to divide us. Our. business is not to insist on per. 
sonal likings, or dislikings, but to hang together for tie 
great objectof REMOVING THE WHOLE SYSTEM, 
of which the very basis is CORRUPTIO™ !” 

Sin FF. Bourperr.—** 1 feel great satisfaction in the 
triumph of those principles which L have ever supported, and 
Which J shall ever support. But I cannot flatter Mr. Pav. 
MER, Or you with anticipations of great advantages from 
your exertions, because in the House of Commons, there 
are few members returned by the pecple. Itis ouly by 
union, by a general concurrence wirltout THE HOUSE, in 
petitioning, that any effect can be given to the eflorts within 
the house, to bring about what we are endeavouring to ac- 
complish! ‘The pressure of taxation makes it sow indis. 
pensable to retrench our warlike establishinents 5; but re. 
frenchment ts not sufjicient for our purpose, which is the 
freedom and independence of every man. Nor would any 
measure of retrenchment or economy be e/icicat, till the 
assembly in St. Stephens is nero eMED. | am glad to hear 
ny friend, Mr. Paumenr, disdain all common likings, or dis. 
liking, Public principle ought alone to be the guide of 
public couduct: aud that principle founded on the necessity 
of reform in the House of Commons, ‘This is the great fun. 
damental one thing needful, which obtained, every thing 
else will become satisfactory and effectual :—if this is voé 
oblatied, every other altiinpl, will by some means or other, 
be made inelicctaual,”? 

Mr. Henny MaArsu.-—-' Our 
object of the reformers ts to bring the 
mayusd 


enemies alledve that the 
nuagistrates into 
anduntrue. If 
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magistrates perform their duty, the peo, le are sure to res. | 


pect them :—but instead of attending to the interests of the 
people, and to the dictates of ¢druth and justice, they act 
according to the wishes of a secretary of state, or of the 
circulators of circulars, Jet them not complain, of the peo- 
ple, if they are regarded with contempt and odium.’’ 

Mr. Ricsy.—‘* The principles ou which you have 
triumphed, are those which placed the present family on the 
throne, in periaAnce of legal and hereditary succession! ‘Yo 
those principles belong reform, and [ challenge any man to 
charge me with disloyalty, when I advocate a reform of the 
present corrupt representation of the people—a reform 
suited to the political knowledge and independence, which 
have pervaded the nation.”’ 

Mr. Deaw.—‘* [ feel the highest pleasure in commemo. 
rating the return of a member, who had the honor and man. 
diness, not only bo declare, but to rainy what his real sen. 
timents are.’’? “* The power of the state—the influence of 
the church—the authority of the corporation—the occa. 
sional rude interference of that great and mighty body, the 
pitt crus its-lf—and above all, the influence of money, all 
died under your manly and incorruptible exertions. 1 join 
with your elected member and that admirable and con. 
sistent patriot, the worthy baronet, that grest good will 
result from your conduct—good that will aven extend to the 
coutinent. A minister is now gene thither from this coun. 
try to converse with kings and emperors. I hope he will 
act moderately ; and if they should propose restrictions upon 
the rights and libertics of the people, that he will tell them, 
whatever they may do in their enslaved kingdoms, he dare 
mot return to England with such proposals. ‘The clearest 
truths give the greatest offence. ‘This was manifest from 
the state of the press abroad. He had often feared similar 
restrictions in England ; and if the press were once fettered, 
farewell, a long farewell, to the liberties of England. A 
great statesman, lately dead, Mr. Sheridan, had said, 
*¢ Give me but a free press, and I will destroy the lirmest 
despotism.’? We had too much to fear from the expensive, 
extravugant, gaudy, unnecessary standing army. I admit 
that the highest praises are due to eur soldiers for their 
gallantry and spirit during the late dreadful wars. But 
when I see such a standing army—when I see barracks in 
every district, and a military club in the heart of the king- 
dom, I must think our liberties insecure. The remedy ts 
in a well conducted and well inadulated reform in Partia- 
aent,”’ 

Mr. Green.— Independence has much encreased, is 
encreasing, and will not be repressed.—It will inevitably, 
infallibly, go on encreasing, Light is spreading—men 
read, think, and reason —where they reason, they cennet 
Sail to perceive the truth. The spirit of independence is 
not confined to England, or to Europe. It is spreading to 
the north, to the south, to the east, and to the west. There 
may be political alliances, aud holy alliances, and green 
bag plots, but as well may it be attempted to hide the sun 

vith a blanket, as to stop the career of freedom and inde- 
pendence.”’ 

Mr. Henry Marsn.—‘‘ I am a rerormer, and I am 
proud of the name, as equally creditable, and constitutional 

We support the prerogatives of the crown, we have no ob- 


jection to the privileges of the nobility, BUT Wk WILL 


NOT HAVE THE PEOPLE ROBBED OF THEIn 
RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES BY an OLIGARCILY who 
PLUNDER US OF OUR PROPERTY, by AN 
ORG ANIZED SYSTEM OF CORRUPTION; ana 
PHREATEN Us with the FINAL LOSS of OUR 
LIBERTY froma LARGE STANDING ARMY! Foe 
individuals in the army, [ feel great respect. They haye 
never failedwhen judiciously confronted with the enemies 
of their country to display unconquerable valour, and to 
enhance the glory of England. But the absolute and un. 
qualified submission necessarily required from them, isin. 
consistent with the man/y, deliberate, and voluntary con. 
duct of a citizen. As diffusing sentiments incompatible 
with the proper care of our liberties, amung a large propor. 
tion of our community—as a ready instrument for despotic 
purposes—and as occasioning excessive taxation —our 
Standing army is a cause of complaint, and a subject of 
alarm. In our late contest, from the law we have had 
able assistance,. although our enemies now threaten ug 
with the quibbles of the law. From medicine we had some 
aid, and the doctor’s physic worked well. From tne 
Cucrcnu, not one assistedus. If, as our member has said, 
we hang together, we must hang without benefit of clergy, 
I feel the profoundest respect for true religion. But when 
religion forsakes her proper province, and lends her cloai: 
for purposes of corruption and oppression, we canot 
withhold our ¢nxdignalion, our contempt, and our abhor. 
rence, Our friend Mr. Palmer we have elected; and we 
must now send him to a distant place, to a strange company, 
anda very dangerous atmosphere. 1 have read of acave 
near Naples, called the cave of dogs; of which the air is 
so noxious, that ifadog be put into it, he is at once seized 
witha malady, that would deprive him of vitality, if not 
taken out in time. I cannot help comparing S¢. Stephen’s 
chapel, to this cave of dogs! (immense applause.) There 
isa kind of noxious vapour there, which may be called 
treasury gas, and which hae very generally produced a de. 
struction of all political principle. 23ir. Palmer, will, how. 
ever, we hope, escape this foul air. We know if physicaé 
allitude cau preserve him, he is in eo danger.* But his 
MORAL ELEVATION is a better security : and that is as well 
known to us as his physical height.”’ 





* Mr. Palmer ig more than commonly tall: the allusion to this cir 
cumstance was equally happy asd naturel, as tee noxious air in the cave 
rises only to the height of a commen dog. 


To the Kditor of the Black Dwarf. 
cn SURED 
Dear Sir, Liverpool, Sept. 8, 1818: 
The inequalitics ia the condition of mankind, al- 
though they seem not necessarily interwoven in the princi- 
ples of the social compact, grow naturally from the inequa- 
lities of human intellect ; and can only be ameliorated by 
the diffusion af those benevolent sympathies, and kindly 
aifections, so absolutely vital in the practice of every man 
who pretends to be a follower of Christ. 
No man who reads his bible, will require collateral proof 
of so evident a proposition ; and to excite the dormant prin. 
ciples of brotherly love, in the bosoms of the opulent at 








|the approach of an inclement season, I have taken the hi- 
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werty ef laying before you the 
by the following circumstance, 

Crossing 4 narrow street in this town, this morning carly, 
my attention was drawn to the conversation of two indus. 
triows females who were at the door of their respective cel- 
favs, cugaged in washing clothes :— 

And let not grandeur mock their useful toil, 

Their artless tales, and poverty obscure ! 
I listened without their perceiving me; net from idle cn- 
Aositv, but, well knowing that the aggregate of human 
wretchedness was immense, I was anxious to hear whetie: 
a muicly would appearin the detail. These were their 
words :-—°* Weill Jane, how do you come on ?”?—** Indecd, 
Mary, but soso, my husband finds work so scarce, that he 
muld get but two days last week ; and as yet (Wednesday) 
has had none this.°—* I am indecd,”” replied Mary, ‘* very 
sorry fur you, Jane; and although we have ourselves bard 
work of it, yet [ desire to be thankful. My husband got 
three days work last week, and bronght me home nine 
killings ; and that you know, being nine of us, was a 
shilling a piece; but, thank God, potatoes being ‘cheap, 
and meal good; we can make shift to live, if he get but 
that every weck.”’ 

i heard no mere.—O that luxury whether the inhabitant 
of a palace, or the well-stored mansion, had heard as much! 
Nine shillings, for nine people, one whole week !—Hear 
it, thou pampered nondescript of pride, circumstance, and 
shew ! who lolling on thy eilded couch, and surrounded by 
splendid vessels of pure gold, thinks, vainly thinks, ** ¢h7s 
fsa golden world.” For once refect, while thou lookest 
on that cringing, fawning slave, who humbles at thy nod, 
that the useless bauble that glitters on one of his shoulders, 
cost more than these honest matrons, with their industrious 
mates, and innocent children, have to subsist upon for oue 
whole month! Nay, the waste of thy riots, at one single 
meal, would make them happy for life!!! While very pro- 
hably in the sight of their, and thy creator, cach of them 
is in@nitely of more consideration than thon; for no 
doubt the courtly polite priest, thouch he neglect to warn 
thee of the application, has semetines read to thee the tale 
of ** Dives and Lazarus ;’’—the one had, like thee, his 
splendid Juxury in this life, and when dead, was dragged 
by demons to the burning lake; the other a poor wretched 
man, was wafted by a choice of angils into Abraham’s 
bosom ! 

Hear it, thou bloated pricst! who while with complacent 
face thou contemplatest the smoaking sirloin, and high. 
flavoured hauoch, with all the immense freight of gravies, 
puddings, tarts, and along ef cetera of luxuries, under 
Which thy strong table groans. Hearit! and, if thy eager 
appetite will suifer thee to calenlate, mark ont of some one 
of thy dainties, ou which thou gozest with so much delight. 
acerfain to which to give the honor of 
much in quantity, (for why shonldest thou devour mere 
than them?) just se much, as fails to the lut of this family 
uf nine persons, and cat that portion thou, and thy dappled 
Spouse, and three puny daughters ! 

* Toon throw the superflux to them, 
* Aud make the heavens more just!” 

More just 2—impious thought! Heaven is just!—and the 

merch of retribution, though slow, is sure} This truth is 


ideas assoctated in my mind 


thy maw !—just so | 
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written by the finger of God, on the rains of fallca and 
falling empires tin the vicissitudes of princes !--anid the 
iustability of all carthly grandeur, 

* will overturn, overturn, Ts <t" 

Mark, ye potsherds of the earth! and beware, It, 
had La voice of thunder!—or could command the masie 
powers of sublime and nervous diction, PE would make the 
cars of the unfeeling rich maa S tingle’? with Ghis mights 
truth:—viz. Every creature thy creator made, has ati shit, 
to participate with thee ia (not the luxurics, but) the xce 
cessarics of life! 

“Thon shalt not mugzie the ox, that dreadet) cut the corn 2° 

But these more than halfestarved wretches do more than 
the ox, they til! the ground, they sow, they reap, they 
ry into barns bre corn! —and shalé they be muzzled 2 6° Oo 
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shame where is thy Liusi: 
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wa CaSANDR'. 


Yours 


e Jellow Bone aé 


—_—_—_—_-——.- -— - 


From the Black Dwarf i in E ne land, to th 
Japun. 
This ie fools holiday, there’s nothing stirring, 
S.ive folly’s tongae, and that lies never sail. 
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My mach esteemed Friend, 


I must send thee something to remind thee Foam, 


stillin existence, and in proof that my enemics ave nol yet 
devonred me. But what shall [send thee as an aceeptiable 
present. Of the most fashionable article in this country, 
folly, thon hast, in common with thy order, ** enough and 
to spare.’ Fools are found every where, aud are every 
where at work to stock the markets with their tinsel conr- 
modity. HKvery one complains of the bad materiats, yet 
the mart is coustantly crowded, and the demand does nat 

. . . "4 . . pe, 
seem to diminish. Perhaps, the taste for mafioe shuplity 
wid be waning at Japan: and absurdity from bus! ind may 
obtain a suilicient cireulation, to make the cargo ft shaif 
send thee worth its freight. Accept therefore my regards 
and receive, as perinvoice, the following stoch, compesed 
entirely of 

NONSENSE! 

The Grand Duke Michael having visited Cheltenham, we are favared 
with the following most important Pintelligenc e:—** THis Impertas Hig! 1h. 
** ress wnelé and tasted (hewater 5 but wot liking it would not drink iv” 
CouRter. 

* Tt weuld be impossible to conceive a degradation more intense, thas 
‘Sa Brith Minister! anda British Nobleman! bandying reasons wiih 

‘aman of Hunt's Stamp.”’—Coeurier. 

Lord Sidmeuth inthe extent of his sagacity bas directed hisclerk fe 
return the declaration passed at the meeting in Patice Ward, on Mon 
day week—because the meeting did not contain ald the inhabitants oc 
Westminster, and the parts adjacent thereto! 

‘* Tris now generally known and admitted, that King Ferdinand hes 
extended ** his concessions! to his American subjects! with weeater 
** Gherality than ever king or nation manifested oo any former ecensian 
** towards foreign provinces: and it ts certain Ghatthe enaranfes of suc@ 
‘offers on the partofthe Aig’ alves (who the d—-1 are icy 7) would 
** remove every apprekcision of distrust on the part of the Americans | 
Courier. 

* The Spanish Sinister at Naples has been commissioned ta demand 
the hand of one of the daughters of the Tlereditary Prince, for the 
* infant Feancis Pacl!?’—Couriler. 

** Tcee vo benefits to be derived from remodeling the const 
‘PF think the proposers for aroual pachamerts, and oniversal savage, 
dividing the Kingdom into arithmetical proportions ! (why not?) nay, 
‘cull further, the schemes ot tho e who affect moderate reform, would 
‘“‘oply tend to general confusion! This couutey possesses more aluianas 
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liberty, more glory, more’ happinie, 


: more prosperity, than history 


$a" Surnish at any former period; and Tam confident all attempts 
to undermine it will tre frustrated by the good sense of the country ??’>— 
And whois 1?—Why, Lord Lowther! Good Lord! 
** Inthe early parl of the day (Tuesday the 15th inst.) the Princesses 
walked in the gardens, (at Kew) attended by General Taylor, and Sir 
** Francis Mijlmau. At half past five o'clock his Royal Highves the 
** Prince Rezentasrived from Cartton Honse 3 and, after visiting her 
Majesty, dined with bis rovat sisters, withthe phssteians, ond General 
“Taylor. His Royal tighness’s horses were ordered for half past eight 
** o clock, to return home.’’— Courier. — Query—At what period will the 
asses be wanied! 
** The dast bulletin rerpecting the health of the Duchess de Berri, 
nwa it somewhat favourable one.”’—** As soon as the Duchess de Berri 
experienced the first symptoms of a premature labour, she caused a 
*‘inessenger to be dispatched to the Bishop of Amiens, Premier Chap- 
“Tain to this Princess, who arrived in time to perform the ceremony of 
** Daptiom pre= viously to the death of the royal infant.’’— Courier, 


as 
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_ * The reported s:.iling of Lord Cochraue’s steam vessel, suggested to 
*F a correspondent the following reflections, which we insert precisely as 
** we received them :— 

* Tie King’s shops at St. Helena lie chiefly at or off James Town, on 
*Sihe leeward side of the island, into which there is good access by the 
*Susunl way. There isno other access into the island except atthe op- 
*  bosile, the windward side, where the entrance from the water by land 
**is easy; but here, there iso anchorage. OF this place two cutters 
‘usually cruise, Scafaring men of course speculat: on the possibility 
‘Sof Buonaparte’s cscape, and the most practical chance they think 
would be, for a strong cutter or two, well appointed with oars, to ap- 
** prouch the windward side, beat off the cutter, (ake aod row away 
‘‘ with Buovaparic, their prize, toa large ship at some distance, per- 
‘‘haps outof sight of the island, which might convey himto his desti- 
*Snation, A steam-boat can approach the island on every side, its me- 
* chanical mavement supplying the place of oars, and after taking away 
** Buonaparte, being large, and heavily armed, it might beat off any 
*fcutters. It might then work up toa large vessel to windward, to de- 
“Sliver its prize, or it might itself convey away Buonaparte wholly. 
* The power of going against wind and tide would in those seas be a 
‘great protection against the King’s ships, and moving as it does with- 
** out sails, it would not easily be discovered at sea. Experienced nau- 
*ftical men, who have had an opportunity of inspecting the steam ves- 
**sel of Lord Cochrane, have been struck with its remarkable adapta- 
** tion for navigating upon such a coast as the windward side of St. He- 
** lena is represented to be, With respect to warlike means, the recent 
‘Sunion of the Baonapartists in the province of Texas, on the Trinity 
** River, may probably supply resources, long since contumplated, and 
*Fugich could not have been so available, had these exiles remained 
*fcontented with the grants of Jand made to them by the Congres-, in 
“Sthe Alabama territory, Asa naval officer, Lord Cochrane never 
“shewed hinse.f deficient in enterprize, aod to his natural ardor is now 
*Sadded the excitement of desperate fortunes, His character has been 
*Smuch mistaken, or there are few things that would gratify him more 

’ g “ J 

‘than to become the liberator of Napoleon, The bare atteoipt, in 
**deed, would seal his fotare destiny, If he succeeded, lis fate would 
“be linked with that of Baonapatie; if: he failed, he might still be- 
** come an josurgent admiral. He bas nothing to lose in Ragland 5 every 
‘thing togain out of it. Just such a man—one so completely with the 
** world before him—woull be required for the hazardous and daring 
‘enterprize. But it issnid he is going to Chili. Be itso. Et will 
“pot be much out of his way to callat S', Helena.”’—Courier, 

If thou canst make any thing, my respected friend, of 
these articles, they are very mach at thy service. Here 
they are very imporlant, and cost a great deals and it is 
highly gratifying to these good people to hear so much of 
their superiors, of theie depzorant occupations, their 
amazing wit, and their profound speculations, In their 
newspapers these articles are put in the most prominent 
place, and in the most conspicuous manner ; and the delight 
with whieh the brave and gallant Englishmen search after 
them and read them, is very honourable to their insatiable 

' . ‘ . ° 7. se . . ‘ . a 
thirst after tadcdligence of this description, The court cir- 
enlar first ushers these truly interesting articles into the 
would; and from its cotumus every other journal extracts 
nnd embellishes without mercy. These, I assure thee, are 
wif genuine; are all copied verbatim from the reputed 
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makers, and thou mayest assure thy purchasers that greater 
nonsense was never, and probably never wil! be, ushered 
into the world, ‘The last account is of dubiotes description 
——and may turn out something, At present, however, it jg 
of the same character a+ the resé, and being found in the 
same company way bv iatrly clascediu the gcneral catalogue, 
Sell them to the best advan ave. and piace the proceeds ty the 
account of tie estecm and criendship of thy well wisher, 


TUE BLACK DWARRE, 


YEN S Ok tik thOPRLE. 

Tn the choice o* otteers, she ood cmentor bre peopie is much more ex. 
cellent than (bet of princes. fe. people bave vever been persuaded to 
advance todignity * mau of infamous or corrupt life; but the ministers of 
princes are nut wofreg ently of th. haracter, We see a people begin 
to hate ome one thing, and continue that hatred, which we see not ina 
prince, Pheexample of Rome shall prove both these assertions. For 
many hundieds of years, in so mau, elections. of consuls, ani tribunes, 
tuey never meade four choices of which they had cause to repent; nor did 
ihey ever retract one ioia of their abhorrence to the name of king, 
Moreover we see that in tire cities where the principality is in the 
people, the state is more prosperocs than under the government of 
princes;—as Rome was, after she bad banished ber kings ; and Athens, 
after she had freed herself from the tyraony of Pisistratuy, From which 
itisevident that the government of peopte is better than that of princes, 
OF this there are examples, as well among the Roman emperors, as 
among other kings and »rinees: ia whieh tacre my be seen such incon- 
stancy and variation @s was never set observed in any multitude, 
Mutubilisies aud ingratitude are vot therefore more the faults of people, 
than of princes. When the people rule,and are in good order, they will 
be consiant, pradent, and grateful. And on the other haud, whena 
prince isloosened from the law, be will be ure unthank ful, variable, 
and imprudeat than the people, because princes bave always less regard 
tothe Jaws. The judgment of the people is also more accurate than that 
of princes: and therefore it is not without cause, that the VOICE OF THE 
ic E has been assimilated with the volce oF Gop.’ — Macheavel’s 
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ARBITRARY IMPRISONMENTS., 


CE 
To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 
My Dear Sir, 

It is with feelings of surprise and pain, i communica‘e to you for the 
information of the innocent vietims of official tyranny, that notwith- 
standing the subseription for their relief bas been kept open for upwards 
of seven mouths, | cannot cheer them, with the Knowledge ofa larger 
fund than the following strteiment presents, A sum totally inadequate to 
afford, amongst so many of them, any thing hke relief n.uce less remu- 
neration. 

In finally publishing ina day or two the remaining list of names of 
these who have sent in their contributions, the Committee will have to 
regret, and you WHi think it rather remarkable, that neblemen and gen- 
themen of large fortunes and connections, both in and out of Parliament, 
who were loud in their jiadignation against the wanton suspen. 
sion of the Jaws, and energetically enferced on that account the return 
of themselves and friends to Parliament at the late election; have 
nev rthele:s neglected or declined to extend any more valuable pro- 
tect on to those unfortunate men, than mere declamation on their wrongs 
and suffériags. God knows on those latter points the poor fellows them: 
ce ves are from experience but too well acquainted, The bare perusal 
of the history of their chains, and dungeons, ruin and suicide, disease 
and death, the misery and privation of their families now before the 
Committee, would be sufficient to shake the nervesand soften the bo- 
soms of the firmest and most unrelenting, of apy but the heartless and 
abandoned Faction, who bave to quict their own guilty fears, violated 
the laws they should protect, the humanity they should practice, and 
the moral and religious obligations they should encourage and support. 

The exteot of the subscription being now known, and the Books called 
in, a distribution of the comparatively trifling sum vow in the hands of 
the treasurer will be made with all convenient speed, and the numerous 
cases of all chose forwarded to me as Secretary, not taken before into 
cousideration Jaid befure the Commiltece, J remain yours &c. 

THOMAS CLEARY. 
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